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Hollywood's Magical Island

Award-winning film director GREG REITMAN
“Hollywood’s Magical Island — CATALINA”
Showcases its Pledge Drive on KCET beginning on June 10th, 2010
Reliving Some of Catalina’s classic memories.

LOS ANGELES, CA — May
25, 2010 — First-ever film on the
History of Catalina Island will be
syndicating a pledge drive on PBS
Network Channel, KCET begin-
ning on June 10th, 2010 at™9:00
p.m. During the pledge drive, Greg
Reitman will be joined by special
guests, actor Tony Dow, and
Catalina Historian, Chuck Liddell,
reflecting on ”Hollywood'’s Magi-
cal Island — Catalina.”

Today, Catalina Island is a pic-
turesque getaway that Southern
Californians might visit once or
twice in their lifetimes. In its hey-
day, thousands flocked to this once
world-famous mecca in a single
day — lured there by such attrac-
tions as the Big Band swing music
of such legends as Glenn Miller,
Benny Goodman, and Les Brown;
the world premieres of the first
talkie motion pictures; underwater
kelp gardens found nowhere else in
the world; and endless other man-
made and natural wonders.

Narrated by Emmy-winning
actor Peter Coyte, ”Hollywood’s
Magical Island — Catalina” pres-
ents the fascinating history of Cal-
ifornia’s own paradise isle through
rare 16 mm footage, never-before-
seen vintage photographs, and in-
terviews with celebrities, Island
historians, and a Wrigley heir.

Filmed over a period of sev-
eral years by first-time director
Greg Reitman, ”Hollywood's Mag-
ical Island — Catalina” takes view-
ers on a first-time journey through
its unparalleled history — beginning
in 1919, when self-made chewing-
gum magnet William Wrigley, Jr.,
purchased a portion of the island
sight-unseen in 1919, then bought
up the rest for $2 million soon after
arriving here.

Among those featured on-
camera are:

William Wrigley, Jr.’s grand-
daughter, Ada Wrigley Schreiner;

Actor Gregory Harrison — a
third-generation Islander and son
of the captain of the famous glass
bottom boat that ferried tourists
around Avalon Bay and the under-
sea gardens in Lover’s Cove;

Tony Dow — one of our fa-
vorite childhood stars as Wally
Cleaver on the classic series,

“Leave It To Beaver” — who spent
every summer there with his fam-
ily;

Oscar-nominated actress
Kathleen Quinlan, returned each
summer;

The late Les Brown in his last

interview, talking about playing the
famed Catalina Ballroom with his
Band of Renown orchestra;

Fitness guru Jack LaLanne,
who frequently visited during his
bodybuilding years.

Oceanographer and explorer
Jean-Michel Cousteau, an admirer
of how well the Island has been
preserved;

Surf guitar legend Dick Dale;

Veteran film producer A. C.
Lyles, who was working for Para-
mount Pictures when buffaloes
were imported to Catalina for the
filming of Zane Gray’s “The Van-
ishing American” in 1924, and shot
many of his own pictures there;
and

The late screen siren Peggy
Moran, a cult favorite for her 1940
role in “The Mummy’s Hand,” who
was a regular during the Big Band
era.

”Hollywood’s Magical Island
— Catalina” takes viewers on an in-
timate journey through such his-
tory-making developments and
moments as:

The construction of the Sugar-
loaf Casino in 1920 — an eight-
sided, steel-framed stucco structure

designed to accommodate 250 cou- .

ples at a cost $250,000 — which
later became the world’s largest
birdcage;

The discovery of the Island’s
real treasure in 1926, the clay de-
posits that were manufactured into
the widely known ‘Catalina tile,’
evident throughout Avalon;

The design and construction of
the Island’s world-famous land-
mark, the 140-foot circular
Catalina Casino, unveiled in 1929
at a cost of $2 million — where, no-
tably, gambling has never been al-
lowed,;

The first theater ever built for
“talkies” — which later became an
acoustical model for Radio City
Music Hall in New York City;

The 15,000 square foot Avalon
Casino Ballroem, where all the big
band greats played to crowds of
6000 or more during the Golden
Age of swing music;

The stunning art deco-style
murals by artist John Gabriel Beck-
man, a designer of Grauman's Chi-
nese Theater a year earlier;

The instrumental role that
Catalina’s fleet of steamships
played in transporting the hordes of
tourists who visited from the main-
land daily;

The advent of amphibious sea-

plane service to the Island,
launched in 1919 by Charlie Chap-
lin’s half-brother in a failed ven-
ture;

The 30-year history of
Catalina as the spring training
ground of the Chicago Cubs;

The unlikelihood of Ronald
Reagan’s being signed to an acting
contract, as a result of covering the
Cubs on Catalina as a Chicago
radio announcer;

Best-selling novelist Zane
Gray’s famed fishing exploits as a
member of the Catalina Tuna Club;

The trend-setting fashion in-
fluence of the Catalina Swimsuit
Company; and

Marilyn Monroe’s life as the
wife of a serviceman stationed on
the Island during World War II —
while she was still Norma Jean
Baker.

About Greg Reitman and Blue
Water Entertainment:

Greg Reitiman’s classic “Hol-
lywood’s Magical Island” marks
the 7th Anniversary of his directo-
rial debut as a writer, producer, and
director with well-known casting
director Mike Fenton.

Greg Reitman is the founder
of Blue Water Entertainment, Inc.,
an independent production com-
pany, focusing on environmentally
conscious entertainment. Widely
regarded as Hollywood’s “Green
Producer,” Greg Reitman produced
the 2008 Sundance audience
award-winning feature documen-
tary “Fuel.” He is currently in pro-
duction on his new feature
documentary film, “Rooted in
Peace.”

Cinema is the place where
dreams are made, and where life
stops. In the magic kingdom of sto-
rytelling, Blue Water Entertain-
ment’s slate of films focuses on
current issues that impact our daily
lives — from politics, social justice
and poverty to religion and, of
course, the environment.

“Documentaries are wonder-
ful place to begin, and its delightful
to see after seven years the classic
film of “Hollywood’s Magical Is-
land — Catalina” back out on th
PBS airwaves,” Reitman say
pride. :




